
FAWM 2024 –  Sherwood Anderson’s “The Egg”
6 a hopeful literature Go hunt for gold on the frozen hills of Alaska.

Put your faith in the honesty of a politician.
Believe if you will that the world is daily growing better
And that good will triumph over evil.

In later life I have seen how a literature has been built up on the subject of fortunes to be made out of the 
raising of chickens. It is intended to be read by the gods who have just eaten of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. It is a hopeful literature and declares that much may be done by simple ambitious 
people who own a few hens. Do not be led astray by it. It was not written for you. Go hunt for gold on the 
frozen hills of Alaska, put your faith in the honesty of a politician, believe if you will that the world is 
daily growing better and that good will triumph over evil, but do not read and believe the literature that is
written concerning the hen. It was not written for you. 

Do not go gentle into the chicken business.

Do not be led askew.

Do not be fooled by the hopeful chicken literature.

It was not written for you.

Go hunt for gold on the frozen hills of Alaska.

Put your faith in the honesty of a politician.

Believe if you will that the world is daily growing better

And that good will triumph over perdition / sedition / damnation.

Don’t believe the books that talk about the fortunes to be made.

Don’t read all that they write concerning the hen.

Don’t think that you have eaten of the tree of knowledge.

Those fables were written for other men.  Those fables were not written for mortal men.

Go hunt for gold on the frozen hills of the Yukon.

Put your faith in the honesty of politics.

Believe if you will that the world is daily growing better

And that good will triumph over shady parlour tricks.

Till you find yourself on the boat across the Styx.

Do not go gentle into the chicken business.

Do not be led askew.

Do not be fooled by the hopeful chicken little-rature.

It was not written for you.


